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The Research Center for Disaster Reduc-
tion Systems, DRS for short, was estab-
lished in 1993, and expanded in 1996. It
was created within the Disaster Preven-
tion Research Institute, Kyoto University
as a center of excellence for the promo-
tion and integration of various fields of
research dealing with catastrophic urban
disasters which hit megacities. The pur-
pose of the Center is to minimize the di-
rect and indirect losses and to reduce the
human suffering which results from this
type of natural disaster.

An Integrated Approach to
Disaster Loss Reduction

DRS focuses on the following four do-
mains of disaster management: Hazard
Mitigation, Urban Design and Planning,
Preparedness and Societal Reactions,
and Information and Intelligence. The
goal of the Center is the development
of an integrated program for loss reduc-
tion which encompasses all phases of
the disaster management cycle includ-
ing mitigation, preparedness, response,
and recovery.
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